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AN INTERESTING LETTER. 



Centralia, III., Feb. 18, 1911. 
Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, 

Secretary Illinois State Historical Society, Spring- 
field, HI.: 

Dear Madam: While a student at the university in 
Chicago I had occasion to examine a reprint of one of 
Governor John Reynold's books. An explanatory foot 
note on one of the pages in the book credited Joseph 
Gillespie of Edwardsville with the statement that the 
late Colonel Nathaniel Niles of Belleville, Illinois, as- 
sisted Governor Reynolds in writing his books. I can 
not now quote from memory the exact words, but I think 
that was the substance of the statement. 

I was intimately acquainted with Colonel Niles, and 
took the liberty to address a brief note of inquiry to him 
in regard to the truth of the statement. I enclose his 
reply, which is characteristic of the man and which speaks 
for itself. It may have some slight historic value and 
for that reason I am willing that it shall become the 
property of the society. 

Colonel Niles was a lawyer by profession. He partici- 
pated with distinction in both the Mexican and civil wars 
and he was also a member of the Twenty-fourth General 
Assembly. He was a veritable bookworm and during 
the later years of his life he spent all of his time in the 
Belleville public library. 

In his old age he became a convert to the single tax 
theory and he talked and wrote incessantly about Henry 
George. It will be observed that he did not even forgot 
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to refer to the chief apostle of his pet theory in his 
answer to my simple query. 

Respectfully, 

A. D. RoDENBERG. 

The interesting letter of Colonel Nile3, published by 
permission of Mr. Rodenberg, is as follows: 

Belleville Ills 
March 18th '98. 
Dear Albert — 

I owe you an apology for my long silence after your 
letter. Indeed of late years I have had to begin my let- 
ters with apologies. An octogenarian I feel the weight of 
years and often inclined to say with Beranger 

Dreams of my joyful youth Fde freely give 

Ere my lips close. 
All the dull days Fme destined yet to live 

For one of those. 
Where shall I now find raptures that were felt 

Joys that befell 
Or hopes that dawned at twenty when I dwelt 

In attic cell. 

But regrets, repinings sorrows over the "ills of mortal 
life" are unnecessary and unworthy of a man, especially 
of a soldier. We must "take fortune's buffets with equal 
thanks.' ' Wordsworth has some lines in his Excursion, 
a book and poem full of wisdom for youth and age, that 
I have often recalled but not, aJas, acted upon as often — 
Action not thought without action is our being's end and 
aim. Capt Sigsbee said it is better to know than to think. 
The circle of the life of man says Swedenborg is to 
know and to understand, to will and do — "All doubt is 
resolved by action." Carlyle. 

The lines are these 
For the calamities of mortal life 
One sure and last resource exists, one only, 



94 

An assured conviction that the procession 

Of our fate, howere sad or disturbed is ordered by a 

being 
Of infinite benevolence, and power 
Whose everlasting purposes embrace 
All accidents converting them to good 

I have not preserved the metre. 

But I intended only in this letter to correct the error 
which Joe Gillespie fell into in saying or writing and 
printing that I wrote any part or title of Gov. John 
Reynold's books — He did all his own writing. 

He once submitted a title page of one of his books to 
me when I suggested a change of little or no importance 
which I think he adopted — His books were all his own 
work — He was a man of genius and much originality — 
sui generis, uncultivated, a rough diamond. He said to 
me after I returned home from the army "what did you 
oome home for Why didn't you get killed? He was an 
unhappy copperhead. His southern birth and sympa- 
thies made him so — He couldn't help it — Please write — 

Yours most truly, 

N. Ntles. 
P. S.. Have you read Henry George? 

read and study him by all means. 



